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Japanese company gets USD28m contract to boost Unguja power

From DAILY NEWS Reporter in Zanzibar, 30th April 2010 @ 12:00, Total Comments: 0, Hits: 25

MILLENNIUM Challenge Account (MCA-T) and Zanzibar Government have given VISCAS, Japanese specialist is the cable industry, a 28,113,400 US dollar-contract to construct 100 megawatts underground cable to improve the electricity system on Unguja Island. 

The signing of the contract was done at the Zanzibar State House today and witnessed by President Amani Karume, the US ambassador in the country, Mr Alfonso Lenhardt and other senior officials from the Zanzibar government including the Minister responsible for Energy, Mr Mansour Yussuf Himid. 

The project will play a key role in Zanzibar’s plans to replace its 40 megawatts dilapidated power transmission infrastructure to meet the growing demand for electrical power created by the rapid expansion of domestic use and business including tourism. 

The cable will link Unguja Island to the National Grid at Ubungo, in efforts to minimize frequent power blackouts on the island. The latest and probably the longest blackout ever on the island was between December 10, last year and March 22, this year. 

“This major contract to upgrade Zanzibar power infrastructure on Unguja Islands is further recognition of the US proven assistance to Zanzibar’s development strategies. We thank the US,” Himid said. 

The US ambassador commended Zanzibaris for persevering in development, assuring them of “continued support on development projects in Tanzania.” 

The contract is scheduled for completion within 24 months. A similar project supported by Norway has been going on in Pemba Island where a 45-megawatt cable has already been laid from Tanga region. 

The installation work was expected to be completed by the end of next month. For decades, Pemba depended on unreliable power producedFrom DAILY NEWS Reporter in Zanzibar, 30th April 2010 @ 12:00, Total Comments: 0, Hits: 25
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